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To  the  Honorable,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  undersigned,  being  the  officers,  Permanent  Members  and  Del¬ 
egate,  at  a  recent  meeting  in  Pittsburg,  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  respectfully  represent  that  Section  3  of  an  Act 
approved  March  24th,  1877,  entitled  “  An  Act  to  Protect  the  People 
of  the  Commonwealth  against  incompetent  Practitioners  of  Medicine, 
Surgery  and  Obstetrics,”  requiring  the  Prothonotaries  of  the  several 
.counties  of  the  State  to  purchase  Books  and  to  register  some  and  not 
ALL  of  those  who  practice  medicine  is  unjust  and  unwise  and  wholly 
at  variance  with  the  good  results  anticipated  by  your  memorialists. 
The  Section  reads  as  follows:  ' 

,  *' Before  any  person  shall  engage  in  the  practice  of  Medicine,  Surgery  or  Obstetrics  in  this 
Commonwealth  or  who  has  not  a  diploma  as  provided  for  in  Section  Second  of  this  Act,  such 
person  shall  make  affidavit  under  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county 
where  such  persons  proctice  setting  forth  the  time  of  continuous  prrctice  and  the  pUce  or  places 
where  such  pract  ce  was  pursued  In  this  Commonwealth;  thereupon  the  Prothonotary  shall 
"  enter  the  same  of  record  in  a  book  specially  provided  therefor,  to  be  kept  fn  his  office  and 
opened  to  the  inspection  of  the  public  ;  and  for  such  services  he  shall  receive  the  sum  of  two 
'dollars,  to  be  paid  by  the  affiant,  one-half  for  the  use  of  the  Prothonotary,  the  other  for  the  use 
of  the  county  " 

That  the  Registration,  which  has  been  commenced  in  some  of  the 
counties  of  the  State,  may  be  carried  forward  more  intelligently,  your 
memorialiits  respectfully  ask  ;  that  the  following  may  be  embodied  in 
a  separate  act  with  a  penalty  affixed  similar  to  that  of  the  act  above 
mentioned,  to  wit : 

That  it  shall  be  unlawful,  three  months  after  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  this  act,  for  any  person  to  commence  or  contin¬ 
ue  the  practice  of  Medicine  or  Surgery  in  this  Com¬ 
monwealth,  who  has  not  under  oath  or  affirmation  made 
affidavit  before  the  prothonotary  of  the  county  wherein 
such  practitioner  resides,  giving  name,  native  country, 
and  the  institution  which  has  conferred  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  and  any  other  degree,  together 
with  the  time  when  such  degree  or  degrees  were  confer¬ 
red  ;  and,  in  case  of  those  practitioners  who  have 
not  obtained  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
as  provided  for  in  the  Act  of  March  24th,  1877, 
giving  name,  native  country  and  the  time  of 


“  continuous  practice  and  the  place  or  places  where  such  practice  was 
pursued  in  this  Commonwealth  ;  thereupon  the  Prothrnotary  shall 
enter  the  same  of  record  in  a  book  specially  provided  therefor  to  be 
kept  in  his  office  and  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  public  ;  and  foJ 
such  services  he  shall  receive  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  to  be  paid  by 
the  affiant,  one-half  for  the  use  of  the  Prothonotary,  the  other  for  the 
use  of  the  county.” 

What  the  undersigned  memorialists  desire  to  present  for  consider¬ 
ation,  is  this  ;  that  Registration  should  be  uniform  and  impartial,  and 
that  it  should  be  made  under  oath  or  affirmation  as  in  the  case  of  the 
attorney-at-law.  The  responsible  relations  of  the  profession  to  the 
people,  fully  warrant  these  conditions  ;  and  we  believe  no  honorable 
practitioner,  graduate  or  non-graduate,  will  object  to  them  or  to  the 
expenses  of  the  same. 

From  a  report  read  before  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  at 
Pittsburg  we  take  the  following  paragraph  : 

“  Moreover,  with  the  commencement  of  Registration,  we  begin  to  write  the  history  of  our 
profession.  Thus  far  we  have  no  history,  either  State  or  County.  We  cannot  tell  who  or  how 
many  were  practicing  medicine  twenty  years  ago  ;  we  cannot  even  tell  who  or  how  many  are 
practicing  to-day,  and  we  never  will  be  able  to  tell  until  we  commence  registration.” 

This  is  not  the  condition  of  the  legal  profession,  nor  of  religious 
denominations,  nor  of  the  public  schools  of  the  State.  In  these  de¬ 
partments  registration  forms  the  basis  of  history  and  likewise  of  im¬ 
provement,  and  may  therefore  be  regarded  as  a  necessity. 

In  all  European  countries,  in  the  South  American  States,  in  the 
Canadas  and  in  some  of  our  own  states  registration  is  imperative  ; 
and  we  are  unable  to  discover  any  good  reason  why  uniform,  impar¬ 
tial  and  thorough  registration  should  not  be  permitted  in  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  especially  since  the  profession  exhibits  a 
disposition  to  defray  the  expenses,  and  to  contribute  in  addition  a 
small  revenue  to  the  state. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c  ,  &c. 

Signed  by  the 

Officers  of  the  Society. 

D.  Hayes  Agnew,  President,  Philadelphia. 

A.  Rothrock,  Vice  President,  Mifflin  county. 

Laurence  Turnbull,  Vice  President,  Philadelphia, 

William  Goodell  “ 

Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  Permanent  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 

Henry  T.  Coffey,  Recording  “  Pittsburg. 

Benjamin  Lee,  Treasurer,  Philadelphia. 

Thos.  J.  Gallaher,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Arrang.,  Pittsburg. 


Permanent  Members  and  Delegates. 


Allegheny  County. 
W.  J.  Asdale, 

J.  M.  Batten, 

A.  D.  Brewster, 

George  D.  Bruce, 

A.  G.  Case, 

A.  V.  Chessron, 

J.  C.  Christie, 

W.  W.  Cole, 

J.  S.  Dickson, 

J  B.  Donaldson, 

E  Donnelly, 

G.  Emmerliiig, 

A.  Flemming, 

W.  S.  Foster, 

D.  A.  Hengst, 

W.  S.  Huselton, 

Wm.  M.  Herron, 

Gyrus  B.  King 
W.  F  Knox, 

F.  Le  Moyne, 

\V.  J.  Langfitt, 

James  McGarroll, 

James  McCaun, 

Thomas  Nabon, 

N.  McDonald, 

J.  B.  Murdoch, 

Oliver  L.  Miller, 

R.  B  Mo  wry, 

Alex.  M.  Pollock, 

George  Purviance, 

George  G.  Rahauser, 

S.  T.  Redick, 

E.  S.  Riggs, 

Wm.  Sarver, 

T.  M.  Shaw, 

W  Snively, 

James  H.  Snodgrass, 

J.  M,  Stevenson, 

R.  S.  Sutton, 

J.  D.  Thomas, 

E.  A.  Wood. 

Armstrong  County. 
-  W.  J.  Cook, 

W.  H.  Stewart. 

Beaver  County. 

G.  Y.  Boal, 

B  T.  Feicht, 

G.  W.  Langfitt, 


H.  S.  McConnel, 

J.  G.  Temple. 

Bedford  County. 
Albert  E.  Ealy. 

Blair  County. 

G.  E.  Brehman, 

Crawford  Irwin, 

Rowan  Clarke, 

J.  M.  Gemmill, 

S.  Ross. 

Butler  County. 
Wm.  R.  Gowden, 

S.  D.  Bell, 

Jos.  S.  Lusk, 

G.  F.  McBride, 

J.  McMichael, 

A.  M.  Neyman, 

S.  H.  Pettigrew, 

R  H.  Pillow. 

Centre  County. 

J.  M.  Blair. 

George  F.  Harris, 

P.  T.  Musser. 

Clarion  County. 

J.  M.  Fitzgerald, 

F.  A.  Limberg, 

N.  M  Meals, 

James  Ross. 

Clearfield  County. 
J.  A.  Bouse. 

Crawford  County. 
David  Best, 

Theo.  J.  Young. 

Cumberland  County. 
S.  B.  Kiefifer, 

R.  L.  Sibbet, 

G.  W.  Zeigler, 

S.  P.  Zeigler. 

Dauphin  County. 

J.  W.  Bowman, 

John  Gurwen, 

Hugh  Hamilton, 

H.  L.  Orth, 

C.  A.  Rahter, 

George  W.  Reilly. 

Delaware  County. 
Isaac  N.  Kerlin. 

Erie  County. 

A.  S.  Bonsteel, 


T.  H.  Gray, 

S.  B.  Hotchkiss, 

J.  E.  Silliman, 

J.  L.  Stewart. 

Fayette  County. 

J.  B.  Ewing, 

L.  S.  Gaddis, 

J.  R.  Nelan, 

G.  C.  Reichard. 

Indiana  County. 
William  Anderson, 

L.  S.  Glagett, 

J.  L.  Crawford, 

J.  W.  Hughes, 

S.  R.  Ruttedge. 

Jefferson  County. 
R.  M.  Boyles, 

R.  B.  Brown, 

G.  M.  Matson. 

Lancaster  County. 
George  W.  Blean, 

Alex.  Craig, 

A.  J.  Herr, 

B.  Leaman, 

Abner  M  Miller, 

William  L  Philips, 

Oliver  Roland, 

J.  W  Trabert. 

Lawrence  County 
D  Cunningham, 

S.  Stevenson. 

Lycoming  County. 
R.  Armstrong, 

M.  B.  Dwight, 

G.  D.  Nutt. 

Mercer  County. 
John  Barber, 

J.  W.  Hillier, 

T.  M. Jackson, 

J.  W.  Mehard, 

L.  N.  Woods. 

Mifflin  County. 

J.  T.  Mahon, 

A.  H.  Sheaffer. 

Montgomery  County. 
Hiram  Corson, 

J.  Kv  Weaver. 

Montour  County. 
Isaac  Pursell. 

Northampton  County. 
Traill  Green, 


E.  G.  Steinmetz. 

Philadelphia  County. 
Washington  Atlee, 

J.  Solis  Cohen, 

J.  M.  Barton, 

G.  B.  Dunmire, 

Wm.  Goodell, 

Samuel  W.  Gross, 

0.  H.  Allis. 

L.  K.  Baldwin, 

Thos.  M.  Drysdale, 

Charles  T.  Hunter, 

S.  R.  Knight, 

Charles  K.  Miller, 

Richard  J.  Levis, 

J.  D.  Nash,  ^ 

W’ln.  Pepper, 

Wm.  G.  Porter, 

W.  M.  L.  Richards, 

S.  D.  Risley, 

J  B.  Roberts, 

J.  D.  Schoales, 

John  V.  Shoemaker, 

F.  G.  Smyth, 

H.  C.  Wood. 

Schuylkill  County. 

J.  C.  Biddle, 

John  T.  Carpenter, 

Simon  Koser, 

Charles  T.  Palmer, 

A  H.  Halbersladt. 

Tioga  County. 

A.  J.  Fisk. 

Venango  County. 

L  M.  Christie. 

Washington  County. 
Matthew  H.  Clark, 

G.  A.  Zinn, 

D.  M.  McCarrell, 

M.  P.  Morrison, 

J.  A.  McKean, 

F.  P.  Scott, 

W.  R.  Thompson. 

Westmoreland  County. 
Robert  McConoughy, 

J.  D.  Milligan, 

J.  W.  Anawaltj 

G.  L  Humphreys, 

J.  P.  Klingensmith, 

James  McGonaughy. 


